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GUIDANCE NOTES FOR THE WILBERFOSS PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS FUND
The Wilberfoss Parish Council awards grants to voluntary organisations and community groups which, in the opinion of Wilberfoss Parish Council, are in the interests of the parish and will benefit the community in a manner commensurate with the expenditure and where financial need is demonstrated. 

All applications will be considered on their individual merits. The final decision on assessment of applications and the level of grant, if successful, lies with Wilberfoss Parish Council.

You can apply if you fit the following criteria

· You are a ‘not for profit’ group operating for the benefit of the community in the Parish of Wilberfoss
· You have a Constitution or set of rules e.g. memorandum of Association
· You have a Bank / Building Society Account with at least two signatories.
Amount of Grant



· Applications for grants will be determined on an individual basis and subject to the annual limits set in Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972
· Applicants will be required to meet a significant proportion of the estimated cost of the project.
Conditions

· If the grant is put to purposes other than those for which it was awarded, without the prior approval of the Council, the recipient organisation shall be required to repay the grant in full
· The organisation must supply information, if requested by Wilberfoss Parish Council, regarding the impact of the project and benefits that arise out of grants awarded
· Recognition of the grant from Wilberfoss Parish Council must be made in any publicity (electronic or hard copy)
· Within three months of the grant being awarded the group is required to submit a report to Wilberfoss Parish Council detailing how the grant was used and demonstrating how the community benefited from the grant being awarded
·  Original copies of all invoices and payments must be kept for audit purposes (7 years).

When to apply
· Grants are considered by Wilberfoss Parish Council at regular monthly meetings
· Completed applications should be forwarded to the Town Clerk no later than 7 days before the meeting (normally held on the third Thursday of each month)
· You may be expected to attend the meeting to provide any additional supporting information and answer any questions that Wilberfoss Parish Council may have

· Applicants will be notified within a week of the Wilberfoss Parish Council meeting 

How an application is considered
Wilberfoss Parish Council will consider applications on the following basis:

· How well the grant will meet the needs of the community

· How effectively your group will use the grant

· Whether the costs are appropriate and realistic

· Level of contributions raised locally

· Whether the applicant could reasonably have been expected to obtain funding from a more appropriate source

· How the group is managed

· How the grant positively benefits residents residing within the Parish of Wilberfoss.
What the Parish Council will not fund

· Activities that are part of statutory obligations

· Loan repayments

· Retrospective applications where the activity or project has already been carried out

· Religious or political activities unless unrestricted community benefit can be demonstrated

· Applications for the benefit of an individual

· Any group that has received a grant from Wilberfoss Parish Council within the current financial year

· Any group whose aims Wilberfoss Parish Council consider to be working within a business or profit making remit.

Should you require any further information or assistance in completing the application form, please do not hesitate to contact Wilberfoss Parish Clerk (details above).

